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Tenicroa Rat. is a small genus of Liliaceae- Scilleae 
comprising four species endemic to the winter rainfall area 
of southern Africa. One further species, T. nana Snijman 
from the Kamiesberg, Namaqualand, is newly described. 
Diagnostic characters include: Sheathing cataphylls which 
form an obscurely barred neck when dry; stout filaments 
and basifixed anthers which surround the ovary; declinate 
style; a conspicuous green and white eye at the base of 
each pink-purple tepal ; and reflexed tepals. The latter 
anomalous character is discussed in relation to the floral 
characters of the closely related genus Drimia Jacq. ex 
Will d. 
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Tenicroa Rat. is 'n klein genus van Liliaceae- Scilleae wat 
vier spesies endemies aan die winterreenvalgebied van 
suidelike Afrika insluit. 'n Nuwe spesie, T. nana Snijman 
vanaf die Kamiesberg, Namakwaland, word beskryf. 
Diagnostiese kenmerke sluit in : Omsluitende katafille wat 'n 
versterkte nek vorm wanneer droog; stewige helmdrade en 
basifiks-helmknoppe wat die vrugbeginsel omring; 
gediklineerde styl; opvallende groen en wit oe by die basis 
van elke pienkpers dekblaar; en teruggebuigde dekblare. 
Laasgenoemde anomalie word bespreek in verhouding tot 
die blomkenmerke van die naby-verwante genus Drimia 
Jacq. ex Willd. 
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Introduction 
Tenicroa Raf. is a small southern African genus of Liliaceae 
belonging to the Urginea complex of the tribe Scilleae. Shortly 
before the reinstatement of the oldest name Tenicroa (Speta 
1980; Obermeyer 1981), the genus was again separated from 
Drimia sensu Jessop (1977) and revised under the later 
synonym Sypharissa Salisb. (Obermeyer 1980). The character 
used by Obermeyer to separate Tenicroa from its close allies, 
Drimia Jacq. ex Willd. and Urginea Steinh., is the sheathing 
cataphylls which form a membranous transversely barred neck 
around the base of the leaves; a feature which is absent in 
Drimia and Urginea. Other characters consistent within the 
genus are the stout filaments which surround the ovary, the 
basifixed anthers and declinate style. Species of Drimia and 
Urginea mostly have sublinear filaments and straight styles 
but some species also have filaments which are broadened 
towards the base and styles which are declinate. The anthers 
are either basifixed or dorsifixed. 
The species, gathered in 1980 on the slopes of Rooiberg 
in the Karniesberg range, Namaqualand, and thereafter 
grown at the National Botanic Gardens, Kirstenbosch, pos-
sesses all the characteristics of the genus Tenicroa but differs 
from the four known species. This species, which appears to 
be localized in the Kamiesberg, is described here as T. nana 
Snijman. 
Description 
Tenicroa nana Snijman species nova; species floribus 
purpurascentibus, tepalis reflexis ocellatis viridibus et albis a 
congeneribus diversa. 
Bulbus globosus, circa 25 mm diam., saepe 2-4 bulbillis 
inclusis. Vaginae in collum circa 12 mm longum extensae, in 
vivo laeves et purpurascentes, in sicco obscure transverse 
striatae et brunneae. Folia hysterantha vel synantha, circa 20, 
filiformia, 50-100 mm longa. Scapus simplex ad 70 mm 
longus. Racemus 20- 60 mm longus, floribus 6- 20. Bracteae 
inferiores breviter calcaratae. Pedicelli patentes 7- 10 mm 
longi . Tepa/a 6, Iibera, reflexa, elliptica, 6- 11 mm longa, 
2-3,5 mm lata, purpurascentia, supra viridibus et albis 
ocellata. Filamenta circa 3,5 mm longa, crassa, ovarium 
cingens, clistaliter angustata et deflexa. Anthera basiflxa, apice 
rimis longitudinalibus dehiscentia. Ovarium anguste ovoi-
deum, subtrigonum in sectione transversali, circa 1 mm diam. 
Stylus circa 4 mm longus, declinatus. Stigma truncatum, 
penicillatum. Capsula ovoidea, 4- 7 mm longa. Semina 
subreniforrnia, 2- 3 mm longa; testa rugosa, subtiliter reti-
culata, aureo-brunnea. 
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TYPE. - Cape Province, Kamiesberg, on slopes of the 
Rooiberg, I 300m, fl. ex Kirstenbosch 26 Nov. 1980, Snijman 
292 (NBG, holotype; PRE, K, isotypes) (Figure 1). 
Small deciduous herb. Bulb globose, approximately 25 mm 
diam., often producing 2- 4 bulblets; leaf bases fleshy, 
purplish-pink, ovate-lanceolate, 5-9 mm wide, tightly en-
closed by the surrounding leaf sheaths. Cataphylls extended 
distally into a neck approximately 12 mm long, smooth and 
purplish when fresh, obscurely cross-barred and brown when 
dry, soon disintegrating. Leaves hysteranthous or present at 
flowering; about 20 per shoot, suberect to spreading, filiform, 
50-100 mm long, 0,25 mm wide, glabrous. Scape simple, 
erect, up to 70 mm long, 0,25 mm diam., glabrous, brownish-
red. Raceme 20-60 mm long with 6-20 flowers. Bracts 
ovate-triangular, acute, 1-1,5 mm long, shortly spurred; spur 
blunt, up to 0,2 mm long. Pedicels filiform, spreading, 7 - 10 
mm long, purplish-pink, curving upwards in fruit. Perianth 
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approximately 10 mm across. Tepals 6, free, reflexed, elliptic, 
6- 11 mm long, 2- 3,5 mm broad, purplish-pink with a green 
and white eye at the base of the upper surface. Filaments 
approximately 3,5 mm long, stout and surrounding the ovary, 
narrowed and deflexed distally, white. Anthers basifixed, 
narrowly oblong, 2 mm long, 0,5 mm wide, yellow, dehiscing 
from the apex by longitudinal slits. Ovary narrowly ovoid, 
subtrigonous in cross-section, approximately 1,5 mm long, 
1 mm diam., with many axile ovules, pale green. Style 
lengthening to approximately 4 mm, declinate, white. Stigma 
truncate, penicillate. Capsule ovoid, 4- 7 mm long, 3 - 4 mm 
broad, light green to pink with a golden tinge; valves with 
thickened margins. Seeds somewhat reniform, 2- 3 mm long, 
1 - 1,5 mm wide; testa loose, irregularly wrinkled, finely 
reticulate, dark golden-brown. 
Flowering time: November to January; flowers open one 
or two at a time and last for one day only, whereafter they 
become deliquescent. 
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Figure 1 Tenicroa nana (Snijman 292). (a) Flowering habit, x I; (b) leafing habit, x 0, 75 ; (c & d) flower, x 4; (e) gynoecium, x 10; (f) stamen, 
x 10; (g) capsule, x 3; (h) seed, x 8. 
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Distribution and habitat: Known only from the Rooiberg 
in the Kamiesberg range, Namaqualand, at an altitude of 
approximately 1 300 m. Populations are localized in seasonally 
moist, sandy patches in the lee of granite domes and boulders 
(Figure 2). 
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Figure 2 Distribution of Tenicroa nana. 
Discussion 
The flowers of T. nana provide the distinguishing features 
of the species. The perianth is purplish-pink with a con-
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spicuous green and white eye at the base of each tepal. Other 
species of the genus are mostly white but purplish colours are 
also recorded in T. exuviata (Jacq.) Speta. None of these 
species, however, has floral markings. Tenicroa nana also has 
strongly reflexed tepals, in contrast to the spreading tepals 
of the other Tenicroa species. In this latter respect it resembles 
the genus Drimia, as defined by Obermeyer (in Dyer 1976), 
but the tepals are free, unlike the fused tepals in Drimia. 
Of all the Tenicroa species, this taxon has the least extended 
cataphylls. The bulbs are small and the neck surrounding the 
leaf bases is often only evident when fresh. The addition of 
this new species to the genus does not alter the apparent 
naturalness of the grouping. 
Specimens examined 
CAPE. - 3018 (Kamiesberg): Eastern slopes of Rusbospoort, Rooi-
berg, Kamiesberg (:-A C), Ha/14931 (MO, NBG); Kamiesberg, on the 
slopes of the Rooiberg, Snijman 292 (K, NBG, PRE). 
References 
JESSOP, J .P. 1977. Studies in the bulbous Liliaceae in South 
Africa: 7. The taxonomy of Drimia and certain allied genera. 
J/ S. Afr. Bot. 43: 265-319. 
OBERMEYER, A.A. 1976. Liliaceae. In: The genera of southern 
African flowering plants, ed. Dyer, R.A. Department of 
Agricultural Technical Services, Pretoria. 
OBERMEYER, A.A. 1980. The genus Sypharissa (Liliaceae). 
Botha/ia 13: Ill- 114. 
OBERMEYER, A.A. 1981. Liliaceae; some name changes in the 
Urgineae complex. Jl S. Afr. Bot. 47: 577. 
SPETA, F. 1980. Optima leafets from the landesmuseum of Linz, 
Austria 104: 193 - 237. 
